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IICCCCMMUU  WWeebbssiittee  SSttaattiissttiiccss  
The growth in Website use experienced during 2006 

continued throughout 2007 although the rate of 

growth slowed.  Over the last two years over 119,000 

visitors viewed more than one million pages. 
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ICCMU Website Page Views 2006-2007 2006 2007

Total Page Views 
  2006 - 339 188
  2007 - 711 635

Mean  Daily Page Views
  2006 - 929
  2007 - 1950

Mean Month to Month 
Growth 
  2006 - 17.9 %
  2007 - 4.5 %

Increase in Page Views 
from 2006-2007 - 110%
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ICCMU Website Visitors 2006-2007 2006 2007

Total Page Views 
  2006 -  17 692
  2007 - 101 593

Average Daily Page Views
  2006 -  48
  2007 - 278

Mean Month to Month 
Growth 
  2006 - 19%
  2007 - 16%

Growth in Visitors from 
2006-2007  - 474%

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2006 visitors from 122 countries visited the site 

whereas in 2007 this had increased to 177.  In 2007 

the country with the highest ratio of page views per 

visitors was the United Arab Emirates (44) followed by 

Australia (22). 
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IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  GGuuiiddeelliinneess  
1. European Federation of Critical Care Nursing 

Associations, European Society of Paediatric and 

Neonatal Intensive Care and European Society 

of Cardiology council on Cardiovascular Nursing 

and Allied Professions: Joint Position Statement 

TThhee  PPrreesseennccee  ooff  FFaammiillyy  MMeemmbbeerrss  DDuurriinngg  

CCaarrddiiooppuullmmoonnaarryy  RReessuusscciittaattiioonn  

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..ccoonnnneeccttppuubblliisshhiinngg..ccoomm//CCoonnnneeccttss//ccoonnff//55..44__11..ppddff

 

 

2. Surviving Sepsis Campaign 

The Surviving Sepsis Campaign: 

International guidelines for 

management of severe sepsis and 

septic shock have been updated 

using a modified Delphi method  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

incorporating a consensus conference. A complete 

document is available at the Surviving Sepsis Campaign 

website. 

http://www.survivingsepsis.org/. 

In addition there are also three presentations (power 

point shows with audio) from the North American 

summit held in Denver in November 2007. 

• An introduction (19.35min) is given by RP Dellinger 

and includes some additional background behind the 

latest set of guidelines; 

• A case study is presented by Christa 

Schoor from Cooper University Hospital where 

she discusses the real life experiences when 

implementing the sepsis guidelines; and 

• A learning session describing the ‘Plan-Do-

Study-Act’ model of quality improvement is 

presented by JA Taylor 

http://sccmwww.sccm.org/Documents/SSC_Denver/SSC_Den

ver.htm
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CCLLAABB  IICCUU  RReeppoorrtt  
  

• Introduction 
The Central Line Associated Bacteraemia (CLAB) ICU 
project seeks to improve patient outcomes by reducing 
CLAB through the implementation of a standardised 
evidence based guideline for the insertion and 
management of central lines in NSW Intensive Care 
Units.  
 
Various initiatives to support the implementation and 
sustainability of the project are currently in progress. 
We have provided a brief update below.   
 
• Education and training workshop 
As you may be aware, ICCMU and the CEC are 
facilitating an education and training workshop on 27 
February 2008 to progress the development of a 
standardised education and training resource for 
central venous catheter insertions in NSW.  
 
It is envisaged that a standardised approach to CVC 
insertions will result in better outcomes for patients 
and smoother transitions between units for junior 
medical staff. 
 
The focus of discussion on the day will be on existing 
education resources and the scope for e-learning 
mediums and audio visual aids. To ensure that the 
resources developed are current and relevant, 
extensive consultation with you the clinician is 
essential, particularly if you are involved in training 
junior clinicians in this procedure 
 
• Revised checklist  
The CLAB ICU checklist has undergone major revision 
based on your feedback from the November learning 
session. While it is still a record of the procedure, the 
emphasis of the checklist is now on compliance with the 
working policy guidelines. The checklist looks different 
and has some new additions which we’re sure will peak 
your interest.  It will be accompanied by definitions of 
key terms which we hope will make completion of the 
form less ambiguous.  
 
The form is currently being converted to a Teleform 
compatible format and will be trialled at a number of 
sites soon.  
 
• Safe Insertion of Central Venous Catheters 

Working policy 
The Safe Insertion Working Policy has been revised to 
include an escalation procedure for junior and senior 
doctors regarding multiple attempts.  It is envisaged 
that this will be available for release after the next 
expert group meeting on 27 February 2008.  
 
 

• Reporting timeframes 
Regular reporting is important to embed 
the processes advocated by the 
Working Policy and to sustain the 
project.  We have attempted to provide 

monthly reports to you, however, to accommodate 
checklists received after the reporting period, 
reporting has been delayed and on an ad hoc basis.  
 
Rather than delaying the reports, we will now be 
reporting in the same week each month but reissuing 
the reports from June 2007 to capture any checklists 
received after the reporting period.  
 
• Database questions 
In response to queries raised during the January 
teleconferences, Associate Professor Mary Louise 
McLaws has clarified that central line associated blood 
stream infections are attributed to the month of 
insertion in order to reflect the standard of patient 
safety.  While it will always be the case that an 
occasional CLAB will be detected after the surveillance 
period, numbers can be adjusted accordingly and the 
new reporting process that the CEC will apply will 
accommodate this.  
 
• Of interest 
A query came from one of the sites in the last month 
regarding the use of antiseptic and antibiotic lines. 
This was of interest for us to explore on a number of 
levels.  
 
For example it highlighted that a third of the lines in 
the database do not specify the line coating 
specifically in reference to antibiotic or antiseptic 
lines. Feedback at the November learning session 
suggested that there is some confusion regarding 
these terms so we have included definitions from a 
recent review on intravascular catheter-related 
infections and preventative technology for your 
information: 
• Antiseptic catheters are coated with silver 

sulfadiazine and chlorhexidine; and 
• Antibiotic catheters are coated with minocycline and 

rifampicin 
 
• Recent publications 
This article is available in full text format on CIAP: 
Raad I, Hanna H, Maki D, 2007, Intravascular 
catheter-related infections: advances in diagnosis, 
prevention, and management, Lancet Infect Dis 
2007;7:645-57 
 
 

Don’t forget to check for regular updates at    the 

CEC CLAB ICU website and for further information 

about the CLAB ICU project please email Marghie 

Murgo on margherita.murgo@cec.health.nsw.gov.au  

or Tony Burrell on BurrelA@wahs.nsw.gov.au.  

http://www.cec.health.nsw.gov.au/moreinfo/CLAB.html
mailto:margherita.murgo@cec.health.nsw.gov.au
mailto:BurrelA@wahs.nsw.gov.au


UUsseeffuull  WWeebbssiitteess::   
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NNeeww  ffrroomm  AAAACCNN    

••  HHeeaalltthhyy  WWoorrkk  EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttss  IInniittiiaattiivvee  

AACN are committed to improving the working 

environments for American critical care nurses because 

it has a beneficial effect for both nurses and patients. 

To achieve this AACN have developed a set of 

Standards which are available from a new section of 

the ACCN Website ‘Healthy Work Environments 

Initiative’. This section has a number of complimentary 

Links including: Resources; Discussion board; Finding 

speakers; Happenings; and Research. Under the 

Resource link you will have access to presentations 

from NTI national convention, where presentations 

included innovative solutions to problems such as 

bariatric patient lifts and finding a place of serenity in 

Intensive care, as well as a case study of one intensive 

care that took up the challenge of creating a healthy 

working environment. A must read resource is ‘Silence 

Kills: the seven crucial conversations for Healthcare’. 

Which can be found under the Healthy Work 

Environments-Related Resources From Other 

Organizations link. However these are but the tip of a 

large iceberg of information with plenty to offer the 

Australian Intensive Care environment. 

http://www.aacn.org/AACN/hwe.nsf/vwdoc/HWEHomePage

  

••  NNeeww  ffrroomm  AAHHRRQQ  

Patient Safety Tools: Improving Safety at the Point of 

Care 

AHRQ have released 17 toolkits to improve the 

delivery of safe effective health care.  These toolkits 

cover a diverse range of clinical areas such as 

handovers, communication, medication safety, DVT 

prophylaxis and infection control.  These toolkits can 

be found at the AHRQ site under Quality and Patient 

Safety 

http://www.ahrq.gov/qual/pips/

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..iinnnnoovvaattiioonnss..aahhrrqq..ggoovv//iinnddeexx..aassppxx

  

••  NNeeww  FFeeaattuurreess  aatt  SSCCCCMM  WWeebbssiittee  

• Critical Care Web Polls 

hhttttpp::////ssccccmmwwwwww..ssccccmm..oorrgg

• SCCM Annual Congress Feb 3-6 2008 

Video streaming of Plenary sessions has been made 

available without slides unfortunately.  Sessions have 

been presented by: 

1. Frederick P. Ognibene, MD, FCCM 
Opening Session Remarks  

2. Philip S. Barie, MD, MBA, FCCM 
Presidential Address 
Thoughts on Preparation: Thinking About the 
Unthinkable  

3. Arthur E. Baue, MD 
From SIRS to MODS to MOF in the ICU  

4. Makoto Suematsu, MD 
Biomedical Application of Metabolome Analysis: 
Grasping Energy Metabolism as a Whole  

5. David J. Pierson, MD 
The Cardiopulmonary Physiology of Dinosaurs  

6. Jamie Cooper, MD 
Outcomes from Severe Traumatic Brain Injury Can 
be Improved  

7. Joseph F. Dasta, MSc, FCCM  
Drug Costs in the ICU: More Than Meets the Eye 

8. Thomas P. Bleck, MD, FCCM 
Listening to the Injured Brain 

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..ssccccmm..oorrgg//AAnnnnuuaall__CCoonnggrreessss//PPrrooggrraamm//PPaaggeess//PPlleennaarr

yy__SSeessssiioonnss..aassppxx

  

••  NNeeww  ffrroomm  JJooaannnnaa  BBrriiggggss  IInnssttiittuuttee  

The 2007 JBI convention: Pebbles of Knowledge: 

Evidence for Excellence was held in Adelaide where 

leading Australian and international speakers presented 

a thought-provoking program which emphasized the 

connection between research, use of evidence and 

achieving safe and quality care for patients and 

consumers. Both plenary sessions and free papers are 

now at the JBI website. Plenary sessions included: 

1. Getting evidence into policy and practice: 
Perspective of a health researcher,  Dr Ian 
Graham, Vice-President of Knowledge Translation, 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research, Canada 
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2. Evidence, Safety and Quality – how do they link 
Professor Chris Baggoley, Acting Chief Executive, 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in 
Health Care, Australia 

3. Getting safety and quality evidence into action.  
Bill Runciman President,Australian Patient Safety 
Foundation, Australia and Professorial Research 
Fellow, The Joanna Briggs Institute; 

4. The Cochrane approach to systematic reviews 
Associate Professor Sally Green, Director, 
Australasian Cochrane Centre, Australia; 

5. Qualitative Evidence Synthesis: Meta-synthesis or 
metamorphosis. Professor Jane Noyes, Noreen 
Edwards Chair in Nursing Research, 
Centre for Health-Related Research University of 
Wales, Bangor 
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Warning the download is a touch slow 
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..jjooaannnnaabbrriiggggss..eedduu..aauu//eevveennttss//22000077CCoonnvveennttiioo

nn//pprreesseennttaattiioonnss..hhttmmll

Put the Biennial JBI Convention on your agenda for 

2009, its well worth the trip! 

••  FFrroomm  TThhee  MMeeddssccaappee  JJoouurrnnaall  ooff  MMeeddiicciinnee  

••  WWeebbccaasstt  VViiddeeoo  EEddiittoorriiaallss  
→ Esoteric or Exoteric? Music in Medicine 

Report of a RCT where the effects of a selection of 

Mozart on the stress levels of critically ill intubated 

adults. Measurements of stress hormones, cytokines 

and physiological parameters were made whilst patients 

were off sedation 

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..mmeeddssccaappee..ccoomm//vviieewwaarrttiiccllee//556699001133??ssrrcc==mmpp

QQuuaalliittyy  

••  EEaattiinngg  SSoouupp  wwiitthh  aa  SSppoooonn  
This presentation is an ‘on-demand streaming video’ 

presentation delivered by Donald M. Berwick, MD, MPP, 

who is the President and CEO of the Institute for 

Healthcare Improvement (IHI). You will need to register 

however its FREE.  Dr Berwick covers the habits of good 

care and the principles for improving them as well as 

developing a culture of improving care across an 

organisation. 

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..iihhii..oorrgg//IIHHII//PPrrooggrraammss//AAuuddiiooAAnnddWWeebbPPrrooggrr

aammss//OOnnDDeemmaannddPPrreesseennttaattiioonnBBeerrwwiicckk..hhttmm??TTaabbIIdd==22

  

NNeeww  aatt  NNSSWWHHeeaalltthh  

••  PPoolliiccyy,,  DDiirreeccttiivveess  aanndd  GGuuiiddeelliinneess  

1. Leave entitlements and flexible work 
arrangements to observe religious duties 
(GL2008-003) 

2. Triage of patients in NSW Emergency 
Departments (PD2008_009) 

3. Closed Head Injury in Adults – Initial 
Management (PD2008_008) 

  
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/policies/index.asp
  
  
  
  

••  LLeessssoonnss  lleeaarrnntt  oonn  QQuuaalliittyy  aanndd  SSaaffeettyy    

LLeeaarrnn  ffrroomm  pprreevviioouuss  iinncciiddeennttss  bbyy  rreevviieewwiinngg  tthhee  CCaassee  
ssttuuddiieess  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ppoosstteedd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  
ttooppiiccss  

11..  FFaallllss  pprreevveennttiioonn    
22..  BBlloooodd  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn    

aa..  WWrroonngg  bblloooodd  ttrraannssffuussiioonn  
bb..  WWrroonngg  ppaattiieenntt  ttrraannssffuussiioonn  

33..  MMaatteerrnnaall  aanndd  ppeerriinnaattaall    
44..  CCoorrrreecctt  ssiittee  pprroocceedduurreess    
55..  CClliinniiccaall  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt  

aa..  FFiinnee  bboorree  NNGG  iinn  nneeuurroossuurrggiiccaall  ppaattiieenntt  
bb..  RReessppoonnssee  ttoo  aa  ddeetteerriioorraattiinngg  ppaattiieenntt  
cc..  IIAABBPP  

hhttttpp::////iinntteerrnnaall..hheeaalltthh..nnssww..ggoovv..aauu//qquuaalliittyy//lleessssoonnss//ccaasseess..hhttmmll

  

  

  

Safety Alert Safety Notice Safety 
InformationSafety AlertSafety Alert Safety NoticeSafety Notice Safety 
Information

Safety 
Information

  

  

  

  

  

••  SSaaffeettyy  AAlleerrtt  BBrrooaaddccaasstt  SSyysstteemm  
11..  OOxxyyccooddoonnee  ––  FFeebb  55  22000088  
22..  TTGGAA  rreeccaallllss  ––  JJaann  3311  22000099  
33..  PPuullmmoonnaarryy  EEmmbboolliissmm  DDiiaaggnnoossiiss  iinn  YYoouunngg  PPeeooppllee  ––  

JJaann  2299  22000088  

44..  TTGGAA  rreeccaallllss  ––  JJaann  1166,,  22000088  
55..  TTGGAA  rreeccaallllss  ––  DDeecc  33,,  22000077  

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..hheeaalltthh..nnssww..ggoovv..aauu//qquuaalliittyy//ssaabbss//rreeggiisstteerr..hhttmmll
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• Infection Control Association NSW INC  

Rural Education & Update Tamworth 

Friday 28th March 2008 

West Digger’s Club, Tamworth 

Contacts:  

Michelle Beraducci 02 9745 9613 

ica@nursing.edu.au

Lindy Ryan 02 4734 2228 

ryanl@wahs.nsw.gov.au

Helen O’Harae  

Helen.Oharae@hnehealth.nsw.gov.au
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• Critical Care Conference in the Vineyards 

17th & 18th April 2008 

Hunter Valley, Newcastle 

Contact: Jane O’Brien OR Karen Chronister 

 0438 476 907 

• Connecting with Neuroscience 

18th April 2008 

Education and Research Centre, 

St George Hospital, Kogarah 

Contact: Jo McLoughlin 
 Joanne.Mcloughlin@sesiahs.health.nsw.gov.au

  Roslyn Millar 
 Roslyn.Millar@sesiahs.health.nsw.gov.au

  Karen Wiseman 
 Karen.Wiseman@sesiahs.health.nsw.gov.au

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• NECSS – Care of the Critically Ill Patient 

30th April – 1st May 2008, 

Novotel Pacific Bay Resort Coffs Harbour 

Cost: $170 

Contact: ICCMU iccmu@wahs.nsw.gov.au

• 9th Annual Institute of Continuing Education – 

ICE ACCCN 

13-14 June 2008, at the Brisbane Convention 

Centre.   

Go to the ACCCN Website and click on the ICE 

logo.   http://www.acccn.com.au/

• Rural Critical Care 

22-23 August 2008 at Batemans Bay. 

For further details use the link below 

http://www.ruralcriticalcare.asn.au/

 

 

All web and email addresses were correct at time 

of publication 

Edited by Di Kowal & Kaye Rolls 

Intensive Care Coordination & Monitoring Unit 

(ICCMU) 

PO Box 63, Penrith   NSW   2751 

Tel:  (02) 4734 1585 Fax: (02) 4734 1586 

Email: iccmu@wahs.nsw.gov.au. 
 

 

Has your unit had an inse  
Plea
℡   

@

Sorry 
IInn--sseerrvviicceess::  
  

rvice yet?   Do you want another inservice? 
se contact: Kaye Rolls  
02 4734 1489 / 4734 1585 

 Rollsk@wahs.nsw.gov.au
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